








Chapter 16: The Ethnographic Landscape of Assam

Introduction

Assam is often described by anthropologists as a living museum, an intricate meeting ground where
Austric, Tibeto-Burman, Indo-Aryan, and Dravidian racial streams blend seamlessly into a shared
cultural space. The Indo-Mongoloid tribes, referred to in ancient texts as Kiratas, form the foundation-
al layer of this ethnographic canvas. Their settlements along riverbanks, hills, forests, and floodplains
have shaped not only their social identities but also the cultural rhythms of the entire state.

Demog raphic Overview & Statistics

According to the Census of India (2011) and subsequent state government statistical handbooks, the

demographic breakdown reveals a significant tribal presence.

m Total Population of Assam (2011): ~31.2 Million

m  Scheduled Tribe (ST) Population: ~3.88 Million (Approx. 12.45% of the total population)

m Tea Tribe (Adivasi) Community: Estimated at ~6—7 Million (Approx. 18-20% of the total
population).*

Major Scheduled Tribes by Population (Census 2011 Data)

Approximate % of ST Population(as | Primary Districts
Population per 2011 Census)

1.36 Million ~35.1% Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa, Udalguri
680,000 ~17.5% Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Majuli, Jorhat
420,000 ~11.1% Karbi Anglong, West Karbi Anglong
296,000 ~7.6% Goalpara, Kamrup

253.000 ~6.5% Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Dhemaji
110,000 ~2.9% Dima Hasao

180.000+ ~4.9% Morigaon, Nagaon, Karbi Anglong

The Bodos are the largest indigenous tribal group in Assam. Belonging to the Indo-Mongoloid family
(origins traced to Tibet/China), they are the bedrock of the Brahmaputra valley’s ethnic history.

m Culture & Livelihood: They are expert bamboo crafiers and weavers. The Dokhona (draped
garment) and Aronai (traditional scarf) are symbols of their identity. Dokhona is often decorated
with intricate Agor motifs.

m  Religion: Traditionally, they practice Bathouism, worshiping the supreme god Bathou (identified
often with Lord Shiva) at the altar of the Sijou (Euphorbia) tree.

m Language: The Bodo language is part of the Sino-Tibetan family, written in Devanagari. It
gained Eighth Schedule recognition in 2004, marking a linguistic renaissance.

m  Festivals:

o  Bwisagu: The spring new year festival (coinciding with Bohag Bihu).
o Kherai: It is the most significant religious dance ritual conducted by the Dowri (priest). It
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"The unit of th se social organization was (hie family... The economy was
self-su nt. Every family had its own bari (:_1101'1'1&8[(;‘3([)-C( taining the dwelling
house, the granary, the cattle shed, and a garden for vegetables, bamboo,
The bari economy provided almost all the necessities of life except salt."




Important initiatives for conservation:

1.
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Tree Outside Forest in India (TOFI):
Initiative: 5-year joint project by USAID and MoEFCC, Govt. of India.
Objective: Expand tree cover outside forests: promote livelihood, ecosystem benefits, and climate
change mitigation.
Goal: Increase Assam’s tree and forest area by up to 38%.
Linked with Chief Minister’s Institutional Plantation Programme (CMIPP), 2022 for planting
native species under “Amrit Briksha™ initiative.
Amrit Briksha Andolon, 2023:
Launched: 8 June 2023; plantation drive held on 17 September 2023.
Achievement: Over 1 crore saplings planted within 24 hours, setting 9 Guinness World Records.
Centre for Wildlife Rehabilitation and Conservation (CWRC):
Agencies: Assam Forest Department & Wildlife Trust of India (MoU).
Location: Near Kaziranga National Park.
Facilities: 4 Mobile Veterinary Services (MVS) — Dhola, Diphu, Kokrajhar, Seijusa.
Pygmy Hog Conservation Program (PHCP):
Habitat: Manas National Park, Assam.
Started: 1996, led by Assam Forest Department with Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, IUCN,
MOoEFCC, and Ecosystems—India.
Achievements:
o Captive population: ~70 hogs.
o 108 reintroduced into Sonai Rupai, RG Orang, and Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuaries.
Assam Project on Forest and Biodiversity Conservation Society (APFBCS)
Approach: Formation of Joint Forest Management Committees (JFMCs) and Eco Development
Committees (EDCs).
Status: 185 EDCs active across protected areas in Assam for forest conservation.
State Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (State CAMPA)
Major Achievements (2023-24):

o Aided natural regeneration: 430 ha; Rs. 1091.23 lakh spent.

o Artificial regeneration (afforestation): 3135.82 ha: Rs. 3479.84 lakh spent.

o Nurseries: 1.5ha(6nos.). 3.0 ha (6 nos.), and ABA Nursery (54 nos.)— all under maintenance.
o

Indusiry, Trade and Mining

Significance of Industry Sector

Contribution of industry to GSDP (2024-25):

o 33.17% at current prices

o 48.26% at constant (2011-12) prices
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) - In 2022-23, the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) for
Manufacturing stood at 157.64 for Assam compared to 137.1 for India, indicating Assam’s stronger
industrial performance.
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Chapter 8: Exports from Assam

EXPORTABLE ITEMS FROM ASSAM AND BORDER TRADE WITH NEIGHBOURING
COUNTRIES

Tea continues to be the dominant export commodity from Assam, contributing over 50 percent
of India’s total tea exports to global markets. The state’s long-standing reputation for high-quality
CTC and orthodox teas ensures consistent international demand. Alongside tea, a range of niche
and high-value products from Assam—such as Joha rice, Bhut Jolokia, cane and bamboo crafts,
and Muga and Eri silk fabrics and made-ups—are now entering global markets. These items are
mostly exported through third-party agencies and trading houses based in Mumbai, Kolkata, and
New Delhi, which highlights both the growing export potential of Assam and the need for stronger
local export facilitation systems. Assam’s geographical proximity to Bhutan and Bangladesh has
enabled the export of select commodities through various Land Customs Stations located along the
border, creating opportunities for expanded cross-border trade.
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Source: Federation of Indian Export Organisation, Govt of India report 2025

Land Customs Stations and Trade Infrastructure

The Government of India has notified 32 Land Customs Stations (L.CSs) across the Northeast,
although only 18 are currently functional while 14 remain non-functional In Assam, 13 L.CSs
have been notified, yet only three are operational, with the remaining ten still non-functional.
This gap demonstrates the mfrastructural challenges that continue to liimt Assam’s export

The Assam Odyssey Assam Economy




Chapter 3: Makers of Indian Constitution-Assamese Saga

Introduction

The framing of the Indian Constitution was a momentous event in the nation’s history, symbolizing
India’s transition from colonial rule to a sovereign democratic republic. The people of Assam,
representing a region marked by ethnic diversity, frontier challenges, and a rich cultural heritage,
played a significant role in this process. The Assamese representatives in the Constituent Assembly
ensured that the distinctive needs of the Northeast - particularly those related to tribal autonomy,
minority rights, and regional development - were thoughtfully incorporated into the final
constitutional framework.

1. Nibaran Chandra Lahkar (1902-1964)

N
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Nibaran Chandra Lahkar was an eminent educationist, freedom fighter, and parliamentarian
from Cachar district of Assam.

He served as the Founder Professor of Guru Charan College and the Founder Principal of
Cachar College, contributing immensely to the spread of higher education in southern Assam.
Lahkar was elected as a Member of the Assam Legislative Assembly from 1947 to 1952, where
he advocated for inclusive governance and rural upliftment.

He played a crucial role in the Drafting Committee (Sub-group) of the Indian Constitution
between 1947 and 1950, where he confributed to discussions on socio-economic policies and
administrative reforms.

As a Member of Parliament in both the First and Second Lok Sabha (1952-57, 1957-62), he
continued to voice the concerns of the people of Assam at the national level.

He held several key administrative and developmental positions such as Deputy Minister for
Relief and Rehabilitation (1951-52), Member of the Public Accounts Comimittee (1955-57).
and Member of the All India Cottage Industries Board (1949-52).

Lahkar’s efforts symbolized the bridge between constitutional ideals and ground-level development,
particularly in the domains of rural economy, rehabilitation, and education.

. Dharanidhar Basumatari

Dharanidhar Basumatari was a prominent leader from the Bodo community and represented the
aspirations of the tribal population of Western Assam.

He served as a Member of the Constituent Assembly of India, where he worked to ensure fair
representation and autonomy for tribal groups in the newly emerging Indian polity.

After Independence, he was elected to the Lok Sabha from Kokrajhar in 1957, 1962, 1967, and
1971 as a member of the Indian National Congress, reflecting his continued political relevance
and the trust of his constituency.

His contributions in the Assembly emphasized the inclusion of marginalized and indigenous
voices in the democratic process, strengthening the foundations of equality and justice.
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Chapter 14: Movement in Bodoland

Background of the Movement

Roman Script Movement (1952 to 1975)

The Bodo Sahitya Sabha (BSS) was founded in 1952 to promote the Bodo language and secure its
inclusion as a medium of instruction.

In 1963, the Assam Government allowed the use of Bodo-medium instruction up to Class IIL. It
extended this to the secondary stage in 1966, but the implementation remained slow and uneven.
The delays generated frustration among the community and prompted the BSS to intensify its
campaign for time-bound enforcement of language policy.

A significant debate also emerged regarding the adoption of the Roman script. which had been
used for Bodo publications since 1886.

After prolonged disagreement, the Union Government resolved the issue in 1975 by adopting the
Devanagari script for the Bodo language.

Demand for Udayachal (from 1967)

In 1967, plains tribal leaders formed the Plains Tribal Council of Assam (PTCA) with the demand
for an autonomous region known as Udayachal.

The movement stemmed from concerns relating to land alienation, cultural marginalisation and
limited political opportunities for plains tribes.

Inspired by the movement led by the All Parties Hill Leaders Conference, PTCA argued that
plains tribes deserved similar Sixth Schedule protections.

PTCA organised peaceful protests, election boycotts and mass meetings across tribal areas.

These activities sirengthened ethnic identity and political awareness among Bodos and other
plains tribal groups.

Political Dynamics in the 1970s

By the late 1970s, PTCA reduced its demand from full statehood to an Autonomous Region,
leading to internal disagreements and organisational splits.

The faction known as PTCA Progressive, led by Binoy Khungur Basumatary, revived the call for
a separate state.

Many Bodo youths also participated in the Assam Movement from 1979 to 1985, motivated by
concerns about illegal immigration and demographic insecurity.

After the Assam Accord, Bodo leaders such as Upendranath Brahma were excluded from key
positions in the new AGP Government, deepening feelings of political neglect.

These developments paved the way for a more organised movement for a separate Bodoland,
rooted in ethnic assertion and territorial aspirations.

Demand for Bodoland

Launch of the Bodoland Statehood Movement in 1987

On 2 March 1987, the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) under Upendranath Brahma launched a
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Chapter 7: Demography of Assam

History of the population
Geographically Assam, in the middle of Northeast India, contains fertile river valleys surrounded
and interspersed by mountains and hills.

It 1s accessible from

m Tibet in the north (via Bum La, Se La, Tunga), Peopll ng Of Assam
m Across the Patkai in the Southeast (via Diphu,

Kumjawng, Hpungan, Chaukam, Pangsau, More-

Tamu) and 3500 BCE
m From Burma across the Arakan Yoma (via An,

Taungup). 3000 BCE
These passes have been gateways for migration routes
from Tibet, Southeastern China and Myanmar. 2500 BCE

Pre-History

m The earliest culture in Assam is Neolithic, there is 2000 BCE
no evidence of chalcolathic culture and first state
formation began only from middle of 1st millennium 1500 BCE
CE.

m The archaeological sites of Sarutaru in Kamrup 1000 BCE

and Daojali Hading in Dima Hasao district display
neolithic cultures. RS 500 BCE
m  Some other Neolithic sites in Northeast include those
in Arunachal Pradesh, Sadiya, Dibrugarh, Lakhimpur,
Nagaon, Naga Hills, Karbi Anglong, Kamrup, Garo
and Khasi hills of Meghalaya, etc.
m  The neolithic culture discovered in Assam has East
and Southeast Asian affinities of the Hoabinhian
i Kuki-Chin
tradition. Ethnic Group

Tai Buddhists
Muslim Soldiers-
Professionals

Tai Farmer-
Soldiers

Muslim cultivators Colonial \ 1500 CE

Indo-Ary
m To increase land productivity, the British encouraged i CTE_:an 1900 OE
Muslim cultivators from Mymensingh in present-day [EGeTE
Bangladesh (Wave 10) to settle in Assam that began

in 1901.

m  These Muslims are now known as the Miya people.

Muslim Peasants

Bengali Hindu

2000 CE

Post-Colonial
Hindus from East Pakistan

The last major group to immigrate are the Hindu refugees from erstwhile East Pakistan,
especially from the Sylhet district of Bangladesh following the Sylhet referendum.
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17. Deepor Beel Wildlife Sanctury

m Deepor Beel is a permanent fresh water lake and largest Beel in the Brahmaputra valley of Lower
Assam. Deepor Beel is the only Ramsar site in Assam and amongst the third Ramsar site of the
north eastern region of India.

m Ramsar Convention in 2002 declared 40.14 sq km as Deepor Beel wetland and 4.14 sq km area was
proposed as a bird sanctuary under the Wildlife Protection Act of India, 1972.

m The main inlets of the beel are the Mora Bharalu and the Basishtha-Bahini rivers which carry the
sewage as well as rain water from Guwahati city.

m  The only outlet of the beel is Khanajan located towards the northeast having connection with the
main river Brahmaputra.

B Thebeel is fringed by Rani-Garbhanga reserve forest in the south and the beel has also been playing
crucial role in catering the biological need of elephant population of Rani and Garbhanga Reserve
Forest with other important mammals of the area.

m  Deepar Beel is the only major storm water storage basin and acts as the natural storm water reservoir
for the Guwabhati city through the Mora bharalu rivulet.

m  Mora bharalu river is a channel that is abandoned by the river Bharalu at Fatasil Ambari and meets
Basistha Bahini river at Pamohi which eventually confluence with Deepar Beel. The length of the
Mora Bharalu rivulet from Fatasil Ambari till the confluence with Deepar Beel is 13.5 kms and
runs through Fatasilambari, Bishnupur, Kalapahar colony, Dhirenpara, Manpara, Subhash Pally,
Garchuk and Pamohi.

18. Bordoibam Beelmukh

m  Bordoibam-Bilmukh is a large freshwater lake that was created during the great earthquake of 1950.
m It was part of the River Subansiri, which now flows 7 km away from the lake.
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"You are not just preparing for an exam; you are preparing to shape the
future of Assam."

The Assam Odyssey is your definitive compass for navigating the landscape of
Assam’s competitive exams. Bridging the gap between scattered resources and
exam success, this book is designed for targeted preparation.

For APSC CCE Candidates

Master the Assam-Centric Part. Use detailed explanations for Prelims and
leverage the analytical insights on all Assam-centric topics for thematic CCE(P)
and descriptive CCE (Mains) answers. This book simplifies complex content into

structured ideas for better understanding and retention .

For APSC Direct Recruitment Exams

Crack screening tests for posts like Assistant/Junior Engineer, Forest Ranger,
CDPO, Research Assistants, Inspector grade posts, Tourism/Cultural Development
Officers, Enforcement Officers etc. This book prioritizes the mandatory
Assam-centric questions required for objective-based Exams.

For Other Govt Exams

Ace Exams like ADRE, Assam Police, TET etc. Focus on the bolded "Key Points"
and one-liners. The simplified sections are tailored for quick memorization,
ensuring you handle direct fact-based questions with ease.

Your Discipline. Our Guidance. Your Success
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